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/ iſs 
ALF. paſt nine o'clock this day, the 
Priſoner was arraigned upon SEVEN. 
Indictments, according to the Act of 6 G. I. 
aſſaulting, wounding, and cutting the 
cloaths of ſeveral ladies. 
| 5 " The firſt Inditment (Ann Porter's) con- | 
;", 2 two diſtinet A 
of . : f | F ; 


Firſt, ** That he! K. Williams, on be 
18th of January, 1790, did aſſault Ann Por- 
with an intent to cut her cloatlis,” ; 
bee . That de R. Williams, d 

then and there (in St. James's Street) aſſault 
and feloniouſly wound the laid Ann Porter, 
250 cut her cloat hs. 


The Proſeciition was opened by Mr. Pi. 
gott, who addreſſed the Jury in a moſt 
elegant and feeling manner, wherein 
he expreſſed his deteſtation of a crime, 
till now, unheard of, and recapitulating 
the heads of that evidence he was about 
to bring forth, introduced ſuch rea- 
ſonable remarks as did honor both to 


his head and heart. ; 


ne 


No man, faid he, among this teſpectable 
Jury no man, who liſtens to my words — no 
man inhabitant of London, but is already 
apprized of the various inhuman attacks 
which have been lately made upon ſeveral 


. unguarded ladies. The men had been hither- Y 
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crime he indiſputably proved, but the worf, 


L 3.1 


Fa for protecting the! women 
from defigning offenders; but now a Man 


was before us a ſad example indeed of depra- 
vity and vice, guilty of an offence without 
any plauſible defgn.— The Priſoner's intention 


the eee wad 10 fe up in bis dale; 


or endeavour ſo ta do, an albi: but he 
hoped the Jury would conſider, that it Was 
either the beſt or worſt of all defences the 
Priſoner could poſſibiy make againſt this 
charge: the f, if the abſence of the Pri- 


if this aſſertion he weakly-defended, as then 
the Priſoner's guilt muſt be the more appa- 
rent. The Priſoner therefore by this defence 
muſt be either honorably acquitted, or fully 


convicted. He then proceeded to detail 


the evidence he was about to adduce in ſup- | 
pls Eid. | 


' Mifs An Powe was the firſt 4 called 
to the ſupport of the proſecution; the is tbe 
_ of a Mr. 8 who ——_ a'Cof- 

N fee - 


141 


fes · houſe and Cold a Baths ir in 8 3 
oy . 


ift A. Bien Jeolndis PM on 1 the 
x8th, 1790, as ſbe was going in the evening 
with her ſiſter Sarah, and another lady to the 
gallery of the Ball room, St. James's Street, 
it being the Queen's birth night, that her fa- 
ther, according to promiſe, and another gen- 
tleman, were to meet ber at 12 0 'clock— 
that on that night, her Majeſty baving left 
the Ball room before the uſual time, ſhe was 
of courſe obliged either to wait for her fa- 
ther and friend, or elſe return home unpro- 
tected with her fiſter and another companion; ; 
that at laſt being determined on returning 
home, particularly as her reſidence was' fo 
near; ſhe, her fiſter, and friend, accordingly 

| proceeded homewards : that on her way 
3 through St. James's Street, ſhe perceived her 
ſiſter in apparent agitation, and was requeſted 
by her to make as much haſte as the could 
to her father's houſe, What her fiſter add- 
ed, being through her fright unintelligibly 

7 OT, ſhe did not- EE: but ac- 
 quieſced 
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quieſced n 


as much haſte RE her: ſiſter: was * 


ficſt ho had reached the hall doors the 


fung the bell with great violence; the other | 
© young, lady was the next who advanced, 


but ſhe, being ſome what fatigbed with the 


haſte, and her ſpirits very much exhauſted 


while turning the corner of the rails, received 


| 2 moſt violent blow. on the right hip; im- 


mediately upon this, ſhe turned round, and 
ſaw the Priſoner, who then ſtooped down, 


bur notwithſtanding all his endeavours” to 
| conceal, his face, ſhe. recollected the man, 
= having ſeen him before ſeveral times, which 


times he had purſued her, and while follow. 

ing her cloſe, inſulted her 98 e ras 

moſt inden and n 8. ol 
F 


The court was | ſufficiently ſatisfied with 


Miſs Porter s declaration, that the lan- 


- guage was , obſcene; and did not inſiſt 
Al. n WY: lenker W p N 197 bar 
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| Which 
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3 COT! 
/ whichithe priſoner ſtood, and then ſtared her 
in the face. Having now recovered herſelf a 
Iittle, ſhe took this opportunity of examin- 
ing his face; the then recollected him, (his 
- former attacks being made in tay" time) 
and had not the ſeaſt doubt of his perſon, 
eſpecially as ſhe was then cloſe to him, and 
he ſtaring her in the face. She ſuppoſed, as 
ſhe was wounded through her eleaths, that 
- | the inſtruments were ſharp and dangerous. 
That on the 13th of June laſt, the, her mo- 

; ther, two of her liſters, and a gentleman, 
(Mr. Colman) were taking a walk in St. 
James's Park, the happened to meet the 
priſoner, who careleſsly paſſed her; the was 
immediately truck with his appearance, 
and, turning round to examine him better, 
(the Priſoner alſo turning round to look after 

N her) ſhe recollected his face, and was fully 

convinced that he was the man who had in- 

5 fulted; her. Accordingly her fears returned; 

1 and her friends, who were walking with her, 

ER. - perceiving this very. uncommon agitation, 

I” begged to know the reaſon, (particularly - 

3 Ie Colman, the gencleman who was walk- 
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ing wich her) to whom ſhe e 
That ſhe ſaw hicm again at her father's „ 


that evening, but her agitation was ſo great, . 


ſhe recollected nothing that then piſſed; 

| ſhe knew bim perfeRtly well, when the ſaw 

him at Bow-ftreet, and pointed him out even 
5 action f the 8 LY OY 


Croſs examined by Mr. Knowles, 
Q. Did you bear what your ſiſter ſaid to 


you in St. James's-ſtreet, upon . as you. 
is ſo alarmed Ee ons, 


A. No. -She was much 00 and I 
could only underſtand that ſhe wanted to 
haſten home as ſoon as Poſſible. | 


Q. Was the hall Joor opened when” you 


nem this wound? 
A. No. - 


| Q What time did you ſee the Prifoner? : 
hr After I had received the blow, he then 
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flood cloſe to me near the rails, ſtaring me in 
the face, had on a great out, and I beers 
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9 { Now he gown of 3 alk, hi dit 


and petricoats, which Miſs Porter had 
on that night, were produced in Court; 
when it appeared, that they were cut 
on the right ſide in « moſt terrible 


. manner. ? 


Miſs Sarah Porter was the” next witneſs . 


7 


hy, 


called in. 
Miſs Sarah was ſiſter to the biene 


She depoſed, that ſne had ſeen the Priſoner 
before the 18th of June laſt; that he had fol- 


| lowed her there repeatedly, accoſting her in 
language ſhamefully ſcurrilous: that ſhe 


had ſeen him four different times, each time 


taking particular notice of him, and there- 


fore able to identify his perſon; eſpecially. 
as the Priſoner, in purſuing her very. often, 
pur his head over her ſhoulders. That on 
that night ſhe perceived him at the bottom 


15 St. James's-ſtreer, ſtanding with his back 


towards 
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„ Stn 27nd odd 


towards Ver ; ; bombe chairmen then paſſing . 


by, etled out, y your leave. Whereupon 


the Priſoner turned round, and, upon N ; 


Her, cried, . Ob! bo! are you there? 
and gave lr a moſt dreadful blow on the 


A. 


back part of her head. She was very much 


hurt and terrified, and as well as ſhe could, 


turned round. to her fiſter, and begged her, 


for Heaven's ſake, to make as much haſte 
home : as poſſible; adding, (but in a faint 


voice) «c Don' t you ſee the wretch behind | 


us.“ That as ſoon as they advanced to the 


hall door, the Priſoner abruptly came be- 


tween them; and, while aſcending the ſteps 
of the ſtreet door. ſhe turned about and ſaw 
him give her ſiſter a moſt violent blow, with 
the force of which, ſhe heard her Luteſtring 


rend. That as ſoon as the ſtreet door was 


opened, ſhe ran in, and turning round, there 
law the Priſoner ſtanding before her. . Thar 


| the was perfectly aſſured of his perſon, hav- 


ing then ſeen him more plainly by.the light 


that was in the hall. She was alſo conſcious 
by the lights i in the ſtreets, eſpecially when 


Fe Priſoner ſtood againſt the wall, while 
C the 


[ 10 . 
the chairman was paſſing; that the Priſoner 
was the ſame whom ſhe had ſeen before, and 
who aſſaulted her ſiſter. That previous to 
| his being apprehended, (about a week) ſhe 
was at work at the window in the flreet- 
parlour; and ſeeing him in the ſtreet, the 
oppoſite ſide of the way, ſhe immediately 
ſcreamed out; two ſervants came up ſtairs, 
and, being told the cauſe of this alarm, they 
eg we to take the Priſoner, but could 
: he then made his eſcape. That the 
next time ſhe ſapy him was at Bow-ſtreer, 
when he was apprehended. She then im- 
mediately recollected him, and even diſtin- 
guiſhed him among a croud, That ſhe had 
not the leaſt doubt but that the Priſoner at 
the bar was the atrocious offender, if ſhe 
had, ſhe would not ſo folemoly ſwear to 
him. 3 | 15 
Being croſs examined by Mr. Knowles, 
ſſme was aſked the ſame queſtions that 
her fiſter was ; all which ſhe anſwered 
in the ſame manner, . 


+ 7 > 


Miſs 


11 1 


Mifs Relics Porter, (being the next uit Ro” 


neſs called in) depoſed that ſhe was not with her 


fiſters at the ball room on the queens birth day, Th i 


but that ſhe knew the' Priſoner by being with 
her fiſter (Ann Porter) when ſhe was inſulted | 
by him before — That he then followed them 
and talked to them, in a manner very indecent 

| —She was confident as to the perſon of the pri- 
ſoner, having likewiſe diſtinguiſhed him in a 


croud at Bow Street; that ſhe had ſeen and 


recollected him on Sunday evening, when he 
W the way in St. A 's-Street. 


Mig Martha Porter, another younger ſiſter, | 
depoſed that ſhe knew the priſoner, and that, 
he had ſeveral times inſulted her, while ſhe 
was walking with her other fiſters, ſhe was well 
aſſured that the Priſoner at the bar was the 


offender,' and that ſhe alſo recollected his per- 85 


; = at Bow-ſtreet. 


Mr. John Coleman, a fiſhmonger in Picca - 
dilly, was next called in, he depoſed that he 
was in company with Miſs Ann Porter in St. 
lame, f. lues, Sunday evening, the 13th 

C2 | „ 
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1 
of June, and that Miſs Porter being wuch - 
gitated, did, on bis requeſting to know the 
cauſe, acquaint him . that the wretch had Juſt, 


paſs'd her,” at the ſame time ſhe pointed to a 
man whom he knew to be the priſoner ; he then 


purſued him. —Upon leaving the Park, the 
- Priſoner went to Mr. Walters, Bookſeller, 


Charing· croſs, from that to the Admitalty, then 6 | 
Admiralty-Lane he then look'd at a Hovſe, 


and by his behaviour, manifeſted. 2 75 9 
cion of being dodg d by the Witneſg—he 


then return'd, went ups Spring Gardens, from 


that through Cockſpur- ſtreet, Pall-· mall, St. 


James ſtreet, Piccadilly, till he came into 
Bolton- ſtreet, where he knock'd at a door and 
got admittance, but ſtaid a few minutes; 
that he ſtill followed him back again through 
Piccadilly into St. James's-ſtreet, where he 
knock'd at another door and flood on the 
ſteps along with him; that then he ventured 
to aſk him ſome queſtions, which he did not, 
or would not hear; that upon the door being 
opened, he aſk'd the ſervant, loud enough. 
for the Priſoner's apprehenfion, if he knew 
the Priſoner, the ſervant anſwered no? be 


then 


Cw] 


55 then purſued him back again up St. James's 
Street to Bond-ſtreet, endeavouring . as much 
as poſfible to quarrel with him, but the Pris, 


ſoner took no notice of the affronts, at leaſt _ 


not to reſent them; be then ,croſs'd Oxford - 
ſtreet and went up Vere Street, where he 
knock'd at another houſe, but there being : 
ſeveral bills on it the witneſs was very poſitive 
| it was empty; be alſo infinuated this in hopes 
to pick a quarrel, but the priſoner declared 
he knew the contrary, and faid a Mr. Pierce 
liv'd in it, upon which he gave another ane 
louder knock; being however not admitted. 
the Priſoner then left this place, and went 
into South Moulton. Street, where he entered 
the houſe of a Mr. Smith: that be (the wit- 
neſs) alſo knock d at the ſame door and re- 
queſted Mr. Smith would let him ſee the 
Priſoner - that upon being introduced to him 
in the parlour he ſpoke to him, and wonder- 
ed he ſaid that he did not reſent the affronts 
he had offer'd him, at the ſame time demand- 
ing to know the place of bis abode. Upon 
being then interrogated | both by the Priſoner. 
and Mr. Smith, why he behaved thus, and 


® 


0 14 * 
made fuch a curious demand, being rather 
doubtful whether he ſhould give his reaſons or 


vo, he only ſaid that the Priſoner had infulted 


ſome Ladies that were in his company, who 
bad pointed him out, and he was therefore 
refolved to have ſatisfaction. That the pri- 
ſoner denied this accuſation, declaring he 
bad never iuſulted any Ladies, but the wit- 
neſs not being content with this evaſive aſſer- 
tion, preſs*d him more ſtrongly, and candles 
being now placed on the table, at laſt the 
Priſoner gave his addreſs, and the virneſs in 
return 1 Mien his. Zo. 


The Priſoners addreſs (which w was produc- 
ed in the Court) was Mr. Williams, No. 52, 
Jermyn Street. After ſome mutual ſneers 
and recognizance, the witneſs departed, 
leaving the Priſoner in the houſe; that he 
then repented his having left him behind; and 
accordingly turn'd back to look for him, 
when he met bim in the upper end of St. 
James's Street, where he again accoſted bim, 
ſaying, * he did not believe now he Was the 
% man * took him for, and he gee as well 

| "cc come 


_ 
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. come. than and let the ladies ſee him?” but 

he immediately objected to this, under pre- 
tence that it was too late, however, being im- 
a portuned, he conſented. , When they came 
to Mr. Porter's, the Priſoner made ſome ob- 
ſervations on the Houſe, and upon entering 
the parlour. with the witneſs, the Ladies 
(Ann and Sarah) who were there, cried out, 
« Oh my God that's. the wretch,” and fainted 
away; upon this the Priſoner: affected ſudden 
5 aſtoniſhment, wondered very much he ſaid at 
the behaviour of the young Ladies, and 
hoped they did not ſuſpect him for the 
Minſter that was advertiſed. Upon their po- 
ſitively anſwering in the affirmative he made 
no further particular obſervations; his ſtay 
here was nearly an hour. „ 


Croſs examin dt. 
Did he give his addreſs at Mr. Smith's, with 


readineſs when you aſſign d a reaſon To aſk- 
ing it? ; 
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A He ad.” 


G. Wes be at al ebartalea, OT he kan 
4 qu nets, and before the ladies: EN 


. No, iiesd; on the contrary, e be: 

| haved ſome u hat like an i innocent _ 
Me. Manus, this officer who took the pri- 
35 into cuſtody, ſaid that he had ſearch'd 
his lodgings, which were not according to the 
addreſs that had been given to Mr. Coleman, 
and which were his mothers and fiſters, but 
at the George, a Public Houſe, in Bury-ſtreet, 
St. James's ; there were ſeveral beds and other 


lodgers in this houſe, he found in them a hat, 


a pair of boots, and a light colour'd coat, 
which the Priſoner confeſs'd were his. 


Mr. Tomkins, the Surgeon, who had at- 
tended Miſs Ann Porter, upon her being ſo 
dreadfully wounded depoſed, that from the. 


appearance of the wound it muſt have been 
made by a very 1 Inſtrument; that the 


cloaths 


Cloaths muſt have been cut through, at the 
ſame time the wound which gradually en reaſ- 
ed down from her hip was about nine or ten 
inches long partly ſkin deep, above three 
inches deep in the center. | 


5 
c eum. „ 


. Whatfort do you think the Toſtrument | 
* to be ? 


1 From the appearance of the wound it 85 


1275 


men have been a long . b 


R 


** 


<Q Do you ok i it was a violent blow? 2 


A. Undoubredly, 10 wh have pierced RE 
Abdomen had it not been prevented by the 
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The Priſoner was vow called upon by J advy . 


| Buller for whatever he might think proper to 


offer i in his defence, , Accordingly by permiſ- 


| fon of the Court he addrefs'd himſelf to the - 


following purport out of a written Paper. 


Such was his a 65 450 at preſent, 
that he . ſtood before them an object] worthy 


at leaſt their attention and compaſſion; he 


admitted the- juſtice of all thoſe ſufferings he 
had hitherto undergone. -But while he re- 
vered the laws of his country he could not but 
reprobate. in the higheſt manner the ;ſeyeral 


| public prints, who by their illiberal and cruel 


exaggerations endeavoured to make him ap- 
pear. already copderaned ; be truſted however 
in the mercy of an Engliſh Jury, not to ſuf- 


fer his fate to be too wantonly decided by po- 
pylar prejudice. His hopes of proving, 28 
well as his own affurance of his innocence, 
ſyſtained him to the laſh of the female lex, to 


whoſe eyes he s repreſented as the moſt aban - 
don'd and, obnoxious, was always in his 
eyes, the moſt amiable and lovely; he alſo 


deren that as this profeeupion was * 1 


FF 


Ci 1 


on a dieadfol miſtake, by evidences which he 
| had ready to produce; he ſhould be able to 
__ his innocence to the fatiefaQion of all; 


| The firſt vieh called on behalf of ana 
defence Was es 


Mr. Meckel. - "This es was 4 


foreigner, and being incapable of ſpeaking 
Engliſh himſelf, was obliged to be under» 


| ſtood by the means of an interpreter. He 
was brought to prove an Albi, that the Pri- 


ſoner was at another place the very time the 


crime was ſaid to be committed; and there- 
fore innocent of the charge; he knew the 


Priſoner at the bar, and ſaid he had worked | 


for him nine months, being a maker of arti- 


ficial flowers, He had worked with him on 


the 18th of January, being the Queen's 


birth-day,. from nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, till one in the forenoon; and from 


half paſt two the ſame day, till twelve at 
night, he had alſo ſupped wich him, and 
went home at half paſt twelve at night, 
being obliged to tay ſo late, having 


=o, om 


— 


[20 ] 

more work than uſual to do, not having 
worked before longer than nine o' clock. 
The witneſs had been out in the evening, 
till ſix o'clock, but not after; and was very 
certain that the Priſoner. was not either, or 
he muſt have miſſed him; the witneſſes fa- 
mily were at that time, his ſiſter, and two 
women, his wife being in the country : he 
gave the Priſoner a moſt excellent character, 
and particularized his repeated kindneſſes » 


the women of the family. 
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[7 | | Creſ Examined 


5 3 How long have you lived in the 
| houſe ? 


A. Four years ; 1 occupy the ground | 
floors 9 | 


. When did the Priſoner come to — 
wirh you? | 


-— SAI November, or December, not cer- 
| "rain; but, at the time alluded to, he was 


with me eight or nine weeks. 


Q 


* 
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2 Was he wel i recommended he you 85 


A. Not at all; N took him without a i fe: 
commendation.” | 


ry What did your gli confiſ of Men 


is My with! two fiſters, one of chem 1 
married, a ſervant, and myſelf; beſides there 
are three women _ work, a man, and the 


4 Priſoner. 


0 When did the man £9 avay that 
night? 


A. Eleven o'clock, on account of the 
great buſineſs that we had to do that night, 
being obliged to work that night till 12. 

Q Is that often the caſe ? 


A. It has ns ſo 7 or 8 times the 
preceding fortnight. 


5 Q. How often that year ? 


15 5 3 "1 
* I earinot tell exatly how on: 1 at 


order had come that evening foi a gown for 
Mrs. Abington, which was to have. been 


finiſhed by next morning, otherwiſe the Pri- 25 


ſoner would not have been detained. 
Q Where is the order ? 


A. It was not à written one, but kelly 


delivered by a Mr. Jerfeaux, who lives in 


King-ftreet, Caſtle n Leiceſter Fields. 


* Did the Priſoner Ever go out without 


leave? 


A. He never was abſent 13 bis work 
without leave. | , 


2. How do you know it was half paſt 
12 o'clock when the Priſoner went away that 
night? | | 


A. Becauſe the maid in letting him. out, 
look'd. at the clock, and obſerved it went 
well; 


N %% 5 
well; the watchman alto e balf pat | 
twelve at the nw time. 


' ; 


A W _ make cheſs dean. 
fon 


4. They cn en dns i, © tins, 
weeks vg. 8 


4 Tin when did the Priſaner volk with 


4 


A. rin the King's laſt ud ay. | 


Mike Michell, fifter to this via and 
who lived with bim, corroborated her bro- 
ther's teſtimony, in reſpe& to the Priſoner's 
having been there the 18th of January, but 13 
declared in contradiction to him that he 
| was at home when the order for Mrs. A- 
bington's gown came; | ſhe alſo. contradic- 
ted herſelf. in firſt n that the ſer- 
vant looked at the clock, and ſaid it was 
010 re- 


| 


a 7] 


5 reminded her of ic ine: the Priſoner's co. 
finement. a Dont of 64 


"x4 Judge Buller very 1 at 
the reality of the neceflicy of working that 


night late, might eaſily be proved by Me- 
chell's books; but, upon their being pro- 


duced into court, no corroboration appear - 


ed. 

e RY * 5 the ii 
ſoner was at work till twelve o'clock; and 
that, in letting him out, ſhe remembered her 
ſiſter ſeemed. — of his Wi! ſtaid | 
too long. | 


7 * 1 


Mary And) rerietiibered 48 at the 


| clock, when the Priſoner was going, 


e Beaufin aid he went home ke 
e at half paſt Eleven, and left the Pri- 


ſoner behind him; but by ſwearing that 


Mechell himſelf was not out from tao 

o'clock, contradicted the former vitneſſes. 

She was in the Top al! day, and ſaw no 
order 


Z ⁶6U(ds +20 
order for. a gown.come 3 tha he and oben 
were at OK; ati 7 vials. no % 
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Mr. leger 1 Foe his 3 or. 
he had given the order for Mrs; Abington's 3 
gown ; he brought the pattern about ſeven, 
in the evening, gave the order about 
eight, and received! it the next, bh hope | 
twelve. 85 {413 e 16 
| Fourteen witneſſes, male and female, 
appeared to the character of the Pri- 
ſoner, and all gave him a good one. 
The e for the defence cloſed. 


Judge Buller then, in a moſt date: 
and indeed impartial manner, went through 
the detail of the whole evidence for the pro- 
ſecution and defence, 


The Jury, without any kefitation, found 
the Prifoner—Guilty, 


His lordſhip then ordered judgment to be 
: reſpited till Dee lekons, and the wit- 
E 5 * 


„ §˙—⸗ P 


neſſes on the other iodiẽtments to be bound 


over on their reſpective recognizances: his 


lordſhip declaring that his intention was to 

lay the caſe before the Twelve Judges, it 
being the firſt upon the Oy r r to 

e it was $ laid. ; 


Mr. Ark and Mr. Shepherd were coun- 
ſel for the Proſecution. 


Mr. Knowles for the bier. 


The Trial was from half paſt nine in the 
morning, till five inthe afternoon: every 
place was crowded. 


„ 


